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THIS WEEK'S
ATTRACTIONS. J ,

Auditorium All nctt, Fanny Daven-
port in repertory. I

Cua(p Klmt lialf of wfet, Jauie
O'.Velll In repertory.

Grand All ttrek, John K. llcnxuavr in
Dodee at tJic Frcncli Hull."'

Mnlli Street All ecU, 'SliouUnc tlie
Cliuten."

Academy of Muie This afternoon,
Philharmonic Orchentrn concert.

Ljceum hall Monday nlebt, Mr. S. II.
Clark in a dramatic recitnl of
"Klnc Lcnr."

Fanny Davenport will come to the Audi-
torium night for a weeks

It will be the last opportunity
that theatergoers will have to see her In
her Sardou repertoire, and as a mark or
remembrance of her tlnal appearances In
Sardou play?, every woman attending to-

morrow nlebt and holding a coupon for a
seat on the lower floor will be presented
with a costly and useful touvenlr.

"Fedora" will be seen on this night, and
nt the Saturday matinee. The title part of
this play is the character that first brousht
1113 Davenport into unusual prominence.
Without special scenery or embellishments
of any kind. Miss Davenport scored 1.

this role one of the greatest successes In
her career. The piece Is Intensely Interest-
ing. Its love story Is admirably surround-- a

hv nn ntmmmhere of mystery and In
trigue, which renders It all the more se-- 1
oucuve. it aepenas so unit? uiu wim.
ore known lis "tricks of the stage" and po
much upon the histrionic merys of the
Individual who Impersonates its respective
characters that, this Is a aewi and most
powerful element of magnetism with those
who love to study the mirror --when held
tip to nature. In the role of Fedora Miss
Davenport will wear all her Jewels, and her
gowns are from the latest fashion plates
and the most beautiful that have been seen
on tho stage In many a day.

On Tuesday and Saturday nights "La
Tosca" will bo presented. The morality of
this play has frequently been questioned,
and 1L has been condemned by many crit-
ics who have objected to Its realism. In
the original French, "La Tosca" could
scarcely have been seen without bringing
the blush to tho cheek of the most hard-
ened spectator. Miss Davenport haj elim-
inated the objectionable lines, while retain-
ing tiie situations necessary for a complete

'Wednesday: Thursday andProduction. "Glsmonda" will be the bill.
In this play Sardou has Drawn his latest,
and thought by many, his strongest female
character, and In Miss Davenport Its ideal-
ity is completely realized. As a stage pro-

duction "Glsmonda" is fully the rival of
anything ever produced in this country or
Europo and with the magnificent facilities
afforded by the large stage at the Auditor-
ium this sumptuous production will be
seen In Its entirety.

it is a scries of stage pictures, rich and
varied In color, and historically accurate
down to the smallest detail, and so ar-
tistic in arrangement as to prove a posi-

tive delight to the eye. Glsmonda Is an
Italian woman, reared in the glowlnr at-
mosphere of Greece and pulsating with
the strong emotions of pride and love. Mel-
bourne MacDowell. as Is well known. Is
Miss Davenport's leading support.

The performance on Tuesday night will
be a riartlal benefit for AH Saints' hos
pital, of this city. Those who want their
purchases of seats for this performance to
assist a local institution can securo tick-
ets of Dr. J. C James, In the old Times
building, or at the hospital.

evening Mr. James O'Neill
will begin an engagement at the Coates,
where ho will present "Monte Cristo" on
Monday and Wednesday evenings, "Vir-glii- l"

on Tuesday night and "The Courier
of Lyons" Wednesday matinee. Every
lady attending on "the lower floor

night wlllrecelve a beautiful bas relief
soi'tenler of Mr. O'Neill.

Nearly all tho great actors for over a
half century since thp time of Macready
have essayed the role of Vlrglnlus. It
should bo said for, Mr. O'Neill that he ea

to rank among the foremost expo-
nents of this well known character. His
acting, always finished, never shows to bet-
ter advantage than in the role of the
patrician father. His scholarly conception
of the part Is proof of painstaking care
find quite In accordance "with what the
author iniended It should be. His elocu-
tion Is a pleasure to hear.

lie has added a new play to his reper-
toire, called "Tho Courier of Lyons,'' or
"The Lesurqucs Case," in which- he was
seen hero last season. The action la laid
nt tho tlino of the Dlrectolre In 1730. when
justice was meted out quickly to offenders
of ail classes and all stations. Unhappy as
this circumstance may have been to the In-

nocent. Its existence at that time Is re-
sponsible for the Lesurques case. In which
Mr. James O'Neill has met with such suc-
cess. It was due to the specdincss of the
presiding magistrate that LesurqueP. a
character In real life, came very near being
pxecuted for a murdor committed by Du-bos- c.

a famous criminal, and a real one,
whom lsurques had the misfortune to
resemble.

Tho personcll of Mr. O'Neill's company
this season embraces the names of mem-
ber.? who have been with him for several
yean: and others who have lust been en-
gaged. The leading woman. Miss Margaret
Anglin, is a Canadian by birth, of high
social standing. Her father was nt one
tiir.o speaker In the Dominion parliament.
Mlfcs Ada C Swan was last year a prom-
inent feature in Augustus Daly's produc-
tion of tho "Midsummer Night's Dream."
Miss Katj Fletcher, now In her eighth
season with Mr O'Neill, was in the sup-
port of Edwin Booth, Lawrence Barn tt.
Margaret Mather and other notables. Hal-le- tt

Thompson, tho leading man. belongs
to an old , aristocratic Massachusetts fam-ll- v.

His father. Judge Thompson, was
for a number of years justice of the su-
preme court of Massachusetts. Hallett ed

his preliminary dramatic training
at the Boston Museum, and has now been
with Mr O'Neill four years. William II.
Pascoa Is In Tils sixth year as juvenile
man with James O'Neill. W. J. Dixon
Is seen in the comedy and old men's j.arts
with Mr. O'Neill, and Is famous for hU
artistle work, which he has now so suc-
cessfully presented as a member of Mr.
O'NUH's company for over six years.

One nf the most successful of farce rom--
rillofl Is "Dodge at tlio French Ball," which
will f seen y at the Grand. It will
be precntMl by the reliable Henshaw-Ten-Ttrnr--

eomnanr. It has leen brought un
to date, as fr as mutlc and specialties are
concerned. The story Is a good one, the

it - .M f , otirl n

are extremely humorous and fun clean.
A company will appear here, com-
prising such prominent fared comedy mak-
ers as John E. Hensbaw, fa-
vorite comedian. Frank David, William

J. Homer. Lewis Mason, R. J.
Ward. May k. Clara Lavlne,

.. 0al A1-- I. m.M 1nn A. 1ftn
nle Williams and others. All the latest
New York London musical successes
will bo given. Including Scusa's famous
"El Capltan" march, which concludes thu
music fun In the second act. Mr. John
E. Hrnhaw Will at each performance do
his big shoe danre. in which he
is said to bo very clever nnd excruciatingly
funnv. Although esch of Mr. Hcnsaaw's
shoes that ho uses In net four

and n. half, his movements and
steps are done as lightly as If performed
with u pair of light dancing pumps. It
may be added that Mr. Henshaw with
Pettinglll's minstrels tome years ago.whlch
iras really at the Beginning of his career.
was the first to Introduce and combine ne--

conceived by a farceur. The story is said
to lc so brimful of humorous Interest and
Incident that it carries an audience to tho
topmost wave of hilarity from tho rise

plot, thero will be several entertaining
specialties, and the comedy will bo pre-Mnt- ed

by a. company of artists, each and
every one of whom has been especially
selected with a view to his or her fitness
for tho characters they represent. "Shoot
the Chutes" will entertain the patrons of
the Ninth Street theater all this week,
with the matinees Wednesday and
Saturday.

As a result of tho popular ote on the
nine programmes given by tho Philhar-
monic orchestra, tho tenth and last pro-
gramme, to be given this afternoon at tho
Academy of Music, will be composed of
tho following numbers:

March "Alda" (Verdi).
Overture "Maramello" (Auber).
Song "A Summer Night" (Goerlng

Thomas). Mr. Frank J. AVhitelaw; 'cello
obllgato by Mr. Louis Appy.

"Dodellnette" for strings (Gounod).
"Pilgrim Chorus," from "Tanhauser"

(Wagner).
Overture "Rosamundo" (Schubert).

"Manfred" (Reinecke).
Two songs (a) "How Do I Lovo Thee"

(White), (b) "Tho Exile" (Keller), Mr.
Whltelaw.

Intermezzo Malla (Dellbes).
Spanish danco (Moszkowskl).

An Interesting event, especially for those
who seek something unique in the lino of
entertainment, will be the reading, of
"King Lear" by Mr. S. H. Clark, director
of the elocutionary department of the Uni-
versity of Chicago, at Lyceum hall,

evening. Mr. Clark is said to be
an excellent Interpreter, and to possess a
particularly fine graso of Shakespearean
values. His reading of "Lenr""ls regarded
ns one of the best In his repertory. This
will be his first appearance in city.

Mr. Clark's repertory is as, varied as the
passions and sentiments found in literature
itself. Among the authors whose work he
Interprets may be mentioned, Shakespeare,
Scott. Longfellow, Bryant, Tennyson, Hood,
Twain. Ward. Dickens, Aldrlch, Browning,
Stockton, Field.

Mr. Clark Is a native of New York. Whilo
quite young he chose the field of expression
for his vocation, and time quickly verified
the wisdom of his choice. With marked
rapidity ho proved himself a worthy in-

structor and Interpreter In his so
much so that within a few years his pro-
nounced ability led to his appointment as
instructor in elocution at Queen's college.
This was followed by his appointment at
Trinity college, in which he resigned his
lectureship to accept his present position is
the University of Chicago. In addition he
occupies, with singular success, the posi-
tion of principal of Chautauqua School of
Expression, Chautauqua-on-the-Lak- c, N.y.

The programme for tho Euterpe Club
concert Thursday afternoon will be as fol-
lows:

Overture "Rosamunde" (Schubert), Mr.
Maurcr, Mr. John Behr, Mr. Nentwig, Mr.
Appy.

'Tho Magic Song" (Meyer-Helmund- ),

Miss Llla Johnson; Miss Elsa Miller, ac-
companist.

Sonata, op. 63 (Schytte), Ella Backus
Behr.

Tenor. "As of Tore" (Mascheroni), James
Hlngston; Mrs. Jennie Schultz, accompan-
ist.

Organ, allegretto, B flat (Lemmcns), Her-
bert J. Slsson.

"Maving" (Rudersdorf), Mrs. W. C. Goffe,
Mrs. Jennie Schultz. accompanist.

Romanza (Lynne3). violin, cello, organ
and piano: John Behr, Louis Appy, Carl
Hoffman. Mrs. Ella Backus-Beh- r.

Woodland lodge. No. 39, Degree of Honor,
A. O. U. W., give a dramatic enter-
tainment at Music hall, Thursday. Febru-
ary 18. Great pains have been taken to
give a meritorious production of Griffith's
pretty three-n- et comedy, "Between the
Acts," with the followlrg cast:
Dick Comfort George H. Warwick
George Merrigale Will Heite
Alexander Meander.. .Richard C. Hanrahan
Harris (servant) Edward
Mrs. Clementina Meander Clara Kemp
Edith Comfort Retta Snook
Lally (maid) Kittle Norton
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Slnco Bernhardt will preface tho Ameri-
can edition of her memoirs with an appeal
for a national conservatoire, and has taken
occasion to broach the subject toevery interviewer. Miss Davenport ha3 an
opinion In this issue she Is a wom-
an of opinions and 13 never slow to express
them. She thinks a conservatoire or bet-
ter, a conservatory, since it is talked ofas an American possibility would not be
practicable. It could not be supported:
there would be Insurmountable difficulties
in securing instructors, because all theactors fitted for such a high position arc
either too devoted to art or lucre to leave
the stage: and as for importing instructors,
students might as go abroad. Butmore than all. tho public doesn't want astate or. national school, and the stories of
countless failures by actors and managers

have tried to give their plays and run
their theaters without taking into consid-
eration the public taste, make it quite
clear that Americans will only support
what they like, and throw tradition andlogic to tho winds. The taste of the mass-
es will make itself known. That's the way
tho American actress greets project
and she says that no feeling of rivalry forBernhardt or her opinions enter theseobjections. "Why should we think of a
conservatoire." she writes. "We have nostate theaters and never will have. It !

The two go together and theone alono could not be supported for any
length of time.

"Why. what if we should institute a con-
servatoire and equip it splendidly andstudents should lie turned out with a guar-nni- cc

of a. finished training, pray whatbetter chance would they have than thegraduate .from a New York dramaticschool y, or an actor who has done
small parts in a good block company?
Another thing, you know tho Americanmanager Is Independent and aggressive.
He likes to discover and create his own
artists and to get the glory as well as thomoney. For that very reason I they
would not ha-- e n. leaning toward conserva-
tors students. They would be looked onas proteges of the state, and it Isn't with-
in the bounds of our kind of managerial
zenl to tolerate, any sort of leading strings
but their own on tho coming stars. Oh, no,a thousand times no. do I say to any such
Euccrstion. I can foresee that therewould be the bitterest sort of rivalry, clash,
war, havoc in consequence. It might be
bcr.ef.olal from a purely financial stand- -
YstvlO fk Via A n a lt' n aa h a l.! n
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not bo wholesome: It would not, 1 fear, be
of the kind through which the fittest would
survive. And where could we get our
mr.ncy7 Yes. It Is all very well to say
that there ought to bo enough liberal menamong our millionaires, but the fart nt tlio

I Matter Is that there Isn't. We have very
jcit wcajmy jiairun oi uramaiic art inthis country that K men couldproperly be called patrons. Of course our
rich men patronize tho theaters; In fact,
we arc growing to be a theatergoing peo-
ple: but they and the masses are quite well
pleased with the actors and the plays thatare given them, and thev are not going to
dip their pockets liberally to devcloula new system.

m regard to aspirants for the stage in
this country having as good opportunities
as these of England and the Continent,
that depends on what sort of capital we
count ns opportunities. If you ask. dothey have as easy an outlook, I shouldsay, decidedly, no. Their doors of access
nre thought to be through the schools ofelocution, for which the would-b- e actorali.tnlri hnvo nn tteA nn.l an lm .AilimMn. ...

romwiraiwin .ijiS iUU. "r: ;" Minur spurs, uut it would le death to tl:
rural V bank president Uio i i)einncrs because the competition vmilfl
i.'nivh hall in New York. situations

the
notable

Blalsdell. R.
Car--

and

and
grotesque

this weighs
pounds

while

usual

Prelude

to-
morrow

this

art,

will

Knauer

same

because

well

who

the
Into

fpar

who

into

The

robatlc work with the song and dance. lie a rr.unager. which Is no small matter to a
Is now. nnd has been for some years. tho(cirl whose circle of friends is limited,
acknowledged peer of all heavy shoe danc-jB- ut when she once has an engagement, it
ers. "Dodge at the French Ball" will be it 13 ever so small, the American aspirant
the bill nil the week at the Grand. It Is has even a better chance of getting ahead
The Nabobs" rewritten. I than her foreign sisters."
Something of a novelty Is promised In I Mr. Goodwin will make a very daring ex-t- be

attraction at the Ninth Street this periment next season in his production of
werk. It 1s a new farce comedy entitled "Richard Savage." It is a purely romantic
"Shoot th Chutes."- The new bill Is play in -- wlhch- emotion predominates, but
said to have a. coherent story.- - and to have the dialogue is full of sparkle and vigor,
tome of tho most laughable situations ever (in the very best vein of Madeline Lucctto

Ryley, who has a rare faculty in that di-

rection. Mr. Goodwin's part Is picturesque
and romantic, and to get himself into the
proper vein he is this season frequently ap-
pearing as David Garrlck. As in "Gar-rick- ."

there Is in "Ricnard Savage," a
drunken bcene, but In no wiso vulgar; the
scene simply shows a supper party of gal-
lants of tho period, with Savage throwing
himself Into a moody and reckless gayety.
In the last act there is a superb clinjax in
a duel, somewhat suggesting that which
concludes young Sothern's duel in "An En-
emy to the King," but In order that no
one may say he has borrowed from Mr.
Sothern'fl play, Mr. Goodwin has not nnd
will not see that drama. Mrs. Ryley spent
two years over "Richard Savage," going
daily to the British museum to read all
sorts of books of the period in order to be-
come thoroughly saturated with the spirit
of tho time.

It is a singular coincidence that Henry
Hamilton, who adapted Pro3per Merimee's
story, "Carmen," for Olga Nethersole, Is
also the playwright who wrote "Harvest,"
In which Miss Nethersole made her first
stage appearance, playing the. part of Let-tlc- e

Vane. This was at the Theater Royal,
Brighton, generally known as London-by- .
the-Se- a, in March. 1SST. Charles Hawtrey
and Fanny Brough wero members of this
company. Miss Nethersole afterward played
tho title role In "La Tosca," which was
adapted by Hamilton from the French of
Sardou. "Carmen" was adapted by Ham-
ilton less than two years ago and was first
produced at the Empire theater. New York.
December 24. 1KC. Hamilton also adapted
"Moths" from Oulda's novel of that name,
but to tho people of this country he Is.per-haps--,

best known as the author of the song
"Tommy Atkins." This Is tho typical name
for the English soldier and the song has
been sung all over the world.

One of tho most interesting matters of
these times is the decline and fall of Yvetto
Guilbcrt. says a New York critic. A year
or so ago the naughty Parislcnne came to
us like an army with banners. Everybody
was ln-- a state of excitement over her arri-
val. Sno was the most celebrated, most
impudent and highest priced vaudevilllst
ever heard of. Various managers had com- -

valorously for the honor of ImportingIicted but the Olympian outbid his rivals
and secured Gullbert by paying her J1.000 a
week. It was make or break with Oscar
Hammerstein at that time. He had Just
opened his wonderful

theater, and Olympla needed
somebody who was somebody to dedicate
It. On the first night of the French
woman's appearance Oscar turned pale and
had cold shivers. If Yvette succeeded his
enterprise was safe; If she failed Olympla
had a dark future. Happily the renown of
Gullbert aroused general curiosity. Olym-
pla was crowded. Fair wmen and bravo
men struggled to see tho sauciest singer of
modern times, and Mr. Hammerstein took
in 1S.000 on tho opening night. Her salary
for the month was $16,000, and prodigious
although that sum seemed to be, Olympla
made a profit out of her engagement. 03-c- ar

had the privilege of renewing tho con-
tract, but with his usual modesty he de-

clined to renew. Ho was the only man in
America who made a profit out of Yvette
Gullbert. Maurico Grau engaged tho sing-
er, raised her salary and lost money. We
understand that this winter Koster & Blal
have been paying her $3,000 a week. But,
as the Press warned them, these managers
have found that Yvette had outlived her
popularity. Her last performance in Amer-
ica, the concert of Sunday night, was a
financial fiasco. Wo shall probably see
Yvetto Gullbert no more. This is a maltei
to be regretted' on account of her art, but
rejclced over on account of the vulgar uses
to which It was put. Mile. Gullbert sails
for France this morning with tho knowl-odg- o

that whilo the American people valued
her genius, they could not tolerate her Im-

modesty. Her first night In America
earned J3.O0O; her last night in America re-

sulted in a profit over expenses of J3.10.

Probably no young actor of these times
labors under more disadvantages that Jo-
seph Holland, says Hillery Bell, in the
New York Press. He is bald, and ho Is as
deaf as the axomatlc doorpost, and he Is as
which afflictions are serious detriments, to
tho sa nf iL lending man. His hirsute
deficiency can be concealed by a wig, for
many handsome young players are sim-
ilarly unfortunate, although the audience
still believes them to be well equipped In
capillary wealth. Thus Wilton Lackaye
wears a toupee, which gives him quite
a, romantic appearance. Robert Mantcll
wears a half wig. Maurice Barrymore's
hair Is thin, although not wholly absent,
and on account of this paucity he gen-
erally puts on a toupee. Only In private
life does Jean do Reszke confess the fact
that his forehead runs further back than
it ought to. for on tho stage ho always
wears a. wig. In his new role of Dr.
Claudius, Joseph Holland puts on a blond
wig. and on tho first night it fitted him so
badlv that his own dark h,alr showed very
plainly at the back of his head. Al-

though he has to wear a w.ig. Mr. Hol-
land is ono of the handsomest actors on
our stage, and he carries himself with a
distinction and refinement of air that few
players possess. His deafness Is a more
serious misfortune than his baldness. We
are informed that Joseph Holland never
hears what the other players say to him
on the stage, and to remedy this appar-
ently Insuperable hindrance he has de-
vised an ingenious system of dramatic
mathematics. During, rehearsals he learns
by counting numerals exactly how long
each actor requires to finish ar speech.
Thus, by counting fifty at one time, ten
at another, 100 at a third, and so on, Mr.
Holland knows exactly when his own turn
for speaking arrives. The actor has Car-
ried his system of numerals to such per-
fection that wo have never known him to
speak too soon or too late in the play. His
dialogue is brisk nnd spontaneous, and it
has more naturalness than that of many
players who havo their hearing unim-
paired.

That delightful Italian writer and ob-
servant traveler, Edmondo do Amlcls, has
not given as much to the world in the
last few years as it was his habit former-
ly to do, says Leslie's Weekly, but he has
recently been In Paris, and what he tells
us is full of piquant interest. He de-
scribes Sardou as looking "a little like a
priest, a little like a diplomat, high In the
papal court, a little like Napoleon, a little
like Voltaire, and a little like the smiling
Ecrtralt of an actress hanging In his

To Sardou, In discussing tho
French theaters, do Amlcls remarked' up-
on tho extraordinarily rapid enunciation
of French actors. "You are quite right."
exclaimed M. Sardou. "It Is a thing which
has driven me to despair more than once.
Sarah herself Is sometimes unintelligible.
At the final rehearsal she is divine: In the
first performance she is overwhelming; but
later on it Is all a mad race up to the fall
of the curtain. I heard her once In Nice.
It was worse than In Paris; all you could
catch wa3 She and her' com-
pany were like school children anxious to
get through their recitations as soon ns
possible. It was horrible; they should
have all had a good caning."

The Idol of tho operatic stage is a meri-
dional by birth, and teperament counts
for a great deal in her favorite roles Car-
men. Santuzza. La Navarraise, Mlreille.
l'Arlcsienne, all of whom are passionate
children of the South, says Leslie's Weekly.
But this is only one side of Emma Calve's
nature: tho other side is in complete con-
trast. The most dramatic of singers be-
fore the public Is tho most home-lovin- g of
women In private life. She is warm-
hearted, impulsive, and generous, with a
strain of religious mysticism that is her
Mediaeval birthright, in the ancestral line.
The true expression of her Individuality is
In her life ns chatelaine of Cabrieres, In
Provencal Aveyron, in tfce South of
France. Cabrieres Is ono of those legand-haunt- ed

feudal estates that we read about
in "Froissart." The castle was a ruin and
Its domain a desert when Mademoiselle
Calve acquired the property. She has de-
voted time and money to its restoration,
fo that y it is an ideal place of resi-
dence, combining hotel, villa ami farm.

Cabrieres, under Calve's regime. Is not
only tho home of hlspitallty. but tho seat
of real nnd charity. In the
summer season she entertains there the
fellow artists of her predilection, and pro-
vides a haven of rest for others whom 111

health and misfortune have placed In tho
need, but denrlved of the means, of a
vacation. Sho also maintains a kind of
"fresh air fund," and brings down poor
children from tho Pari3 slum3 for a coun-
try outing.
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Mmc. Janauschek will rejoin "The Great
Diamond Robbery."

Corlnno will add "Excelsior, Jr." to her
repertoire on March 1.

Frank Tannehlll. Jr.. has been commis-
sioned to write a new play for May Irwin.

Mario D. Shotwell has received an offer
from a manager who wishes her to star as
Romeo.

Emily Rlgl may play Fedora In Edgar L.
Davenport's production of Sardou's play
next season.

Edward J. Ratcllffo may be starred next
season In a new costume play of tho period
of Loui XL

ElwynfA. Barron has received an order
from JuJla Marlowe Taber for a three actromantyc drama.

Emrnu Eames Is ill, has undergone anoperation, ana will not be'seen In opera forseveral weeks.
An aclpr who Is rising to distinction Is?tf niiS .e-.- th0 company supportingH1,?! Nethersole. He Is a nephew offamoits actor, Charles Wyndham, and

Is also closely related to America's fore-
most playwright, Bronson Howard, of
"Saenandoah" fame.

Robert Mantell will produce at Philadel-
phia in March "A Gentleman of Gascogny"
by Dudley Field and John L. Wooderson.

It is said that Bettina Girard, well known
in this country by reason of her rapid ca-
reer, has been appearing In a London cho-
rus.

Louis N. Parker, having seen Maude
Adams In his play, "Rosemary," intends
to write a new play for her, and another
play for John Drew.

A well known agent, acting for a leading
vaudeville theater, lias made an offer to
Delia Fox of a tlx weeks' engagement in
New York city nt a salary of $1,400 a week.

Mr. W. H, Thompson has been engaged
to play a leading part in "The Star Span-
gled Dollar." Mr. Thompson's last engage-
ment was with Miss Mather In "Cymbe-Ilne- ."

The choir of St. Mary's church is prepar-
ing for a concert under 'the direction of
Edward F. Krelser. to be given February
23, at St. Mary's Guild hall, 1307 Holmes
street.

Mr. Augustus Thomas, tho author of
"Alabama," and other popular American
plays. Is writing for Mr. Goodwin a new
comedy which is to be called "Treadway
of Yale."

Oscar Hammerstein has engaged Georgo
W. Monroe to play the principal femalo
role in Ills new burlesque, "Mrs. Radley
Burton's Ball," which will replace "Silly's
Dinner" in a couple of weeks.

Besides Charles Coghlan and E. M. Bell,
Mrs. Mlnnlo Maddern Fiske will be sup-
ported In "Tess of tho D'Urbervilies," by
John Jack, Alfred Hickman, Annie Irish,
Alice Plerco and Mrs. Mary Barker.

Miss Agnes Miller, Mr. Fritz Williams.
Miss Elsie do Wolf. Mr. Sam Reed, Miss
May Robson. Mr. Joseph Humphreys and
Mr. Alfred Fisher, as well as Mr. E. M.
Holland, will bo seen In "Never Again" at
tho Garrlck, New York, next month.

Marie Dressier, whose venture Into vau-
deville at Koster and Rial's was a success,
will resume work In that line at the Pleas-
ure Palace on February 13. It Is said mat
sho will receive $500 per week, and promises
to earn it by doing something entirely new.

Rumors are afloat that A. M. Palmer has
secured a strong financial backer and thatnext season he will have a New York the-
ater and a stock company. Negotiations
arc pending with Mrs. Burnett for her play,
"A Lady of Quality," which was to be pro-
duced by Daniel Frohman.

Ellen Terry has returned to the Lyceum,
London, as Imogen In "Cymbellne," and
plays it better than ever. She has also ap-
peared as Olivia to tho Dr. Primrose of
Hermann Vezln, who played the part long
before Irving did. Julia Arthur was So-
phia. Irving continues to mend apace and
will return ero long.

Rudolf King. Silas R. Mills, Mr. and Mr.
Francois Boucher and Mrs. Joel D. Frank-
lin are engaged to give a concert in thePeople's M. P. church, Kansas City, Kas..
on February 16, Under the auspices of theFree Kindergarten Association. Mrs.
Franklin has recently Joined the Standard
Concert Company as dramatic reader.

Fred C. Whitney's contract with Duse
for next season is as good as signed, butuntil the signatures are placed he will notsay much about it. The Italian actress willplay only In tho few big cities like Boston,
New York, Philadelphia and Washington,
where sho has proved a good drawing card.
Juliet will bo added to ner repertoire andpossibly Mariana.

Blanche Walsh had tho mlsfortuno to
fall heavily on the stage during tho
last rehearsal of "Straight From theHeart." She sustained a cut on her nose,
and one of her eyes was discolored. Meet-
ing a well known physician at the bedside
of a sick friend the next day, he asked:
"Why, Blanche, what is the trouble? Is Ita bike?" "No," replied Miss Walsh quietly.
"Only a melodrama."

Tho principal vocal features of the com-
ing concert of the Oratorical Society March
11 will be two cantatas and the more bril-
liant portions of Gounod's messo. "Solo- -
nell." Nothing more brilliant can well bo
conceived than the dramatic cantata, "Lib-
erty," which will be tho first on the pro-
gramme. Visitors at tho last rehearsalwere profuse in praise and admiration of
the music and of tho singing of tho chorus.

Tho appearance of Francis Wilson in hisnew opera, "Half a King," at the Audito-
rium the evenings of February 22, 23 and 21,
will possess unusual Interest for the opera-goer- s.

This is said to be the most suc-
cessful opera Mr. Wilson nas yet brought
out, not excepting "The Merry Monarch."
The libretto is adapted from the French byHarry B. Smith and tho music was writtenby Ludwig Englander. The work will bepresented here with the same cast and thesame settings employed during tho Easternrun cf he opera.

Frank Murray has taken the manage-
ment of Joffersori Do An sells, and Is or-
ganizing tho-- company which will support
Mr. De Angclis Stango & Edwards'new comic opera, '"Polycop's WeddingDay." Manager Murray has signed con-
tracts for tho production of the opera attho Casino, New York, on March 20. Theproduction will be ah expensive and elab-orate one. Manager Murray has takenoffices In tho Knickerbocker theater build-ing.

9u.lsepDe'. tne younger. son of TomassoSalvinl, and brother of tho late AlexanderSalvlnl, has enjoyed considerable successas an actor in Italy and in South America,and Is now reported to have perfected
himself in the English language with aview to visiting. America and England,playing Hamlet, the part In which hehas been most successful. The Italianrrltlcs are said to havo commended highly
his performance, and ono writer has de-
scribed him as "a perfect Adonis, with afaco so beautiful that It baffles descrip-
tion." .

Cissy Fitzgerald's wink and Cissy's elas-tic dance will be seen at tho Grand soon,
when "Tho Foundling," preceded by"Chums," will form a douole bill thatshould be productive of amusement. "Thefoundling" was one of the big laughable
hits of tho season at Hoyt's theater. NewYork. It is a rollicking farco of the wild-
est description, tho fun of which wasbrought out by Thomas Burns. Adolph
Jackson, Jacques Martin, Frank Batton. E.Soldcno Powell. Walter Smith, J. W. Fer-guson, Stella Zanonl, Meta Maynard, ClaraBaker Rust, Ella Mayer and Nellio Mar-tinea- u.

A drama by Pierre Denlse, 'in which Gen-
eral Boulanger is tho principal figure. Is
now being rehearsed and will bo presented
in Paris on March 1G and IS. In order to
avoid tho intervention of the censor thepresentations will be private, admission be.
ing gained by invitation only. Outside of
France the play will bo given publicly. Tho
plan at present Is to give fifteen perform-
ances in London, fifteen in Brussels andthirty in America. The author was an in-
timate friend of General Boulanger, and is
said to have created a very vivid and real-
istic picture of hi3 life from his entry atthe ministry of war until his suicide In the
Ixelles cemetery. Many of the prominent
persons associated with the life of Boulan-ger figure In the drama, under their cor-
rect names. Dramatic Mirror.

Peter F. Dalley's latest piece, "A Good
Thing," Is nearlng Its 200th performance,
and it has proven the greatest success thatJelly and irresistible performer has ever
had. The play was written bv Mr. JohnJ. McNally, tho author of Mr. Dailey's
other successes, and It hits upon tho
unlquo idea of burlesquing the auction bus-
iness. In tho piece Mr. Dailcy takes thepart of six different characters. The unc-
tuous comedian is supported by Miss FIcra
Irwin and a large company described as
lough provokers, among whom are William
Barry, Jr.. James T. Kelly, Charles J.
Stme. Olllo Evans, Mattle Nichols and
many others, numbering twenty-si-x in all.
Thu girls aro described as beautiful, thewjt new and polished, the dances novel,
tho songs unique, tho scenery special and
picturesque, and tho costumes elaborate.
This attraction will follow John E. Hen-
shaw at the Grand.

In heralding the advent of American the-
atrical stars there aro very, very few act-
ors about whom It may bo said: "He Is
not only a competent actor, but ho Is also
a first-cla- ss business man." The one Amer-
ican actor who is both as an
actor and as a successful man of affairs.
Is Joseph Murphy, who will follow "Shoot
tho Chutes" at the Ninth Street. His
creations in the realm of character com-
edy, as seen in those beautiful Irish plays.
"Kerry Gow" and "Shaun Rhue." are thor-
oughly known all over tho United States;
but there are few theatergoers who know
that the rollicking, musical and picturesque
Dan O'Hara in "Kerry Gow" is a g,

enterprising and public-spirite- d Amer-
ican business man. or that tho sincere,
light-heart- Larry Donovan In "Shaun
F.huo" he of the nimble feet, the mirthful
face and ready wit has made a fortune In
real estate and other business ventures
outside of things theatrical.

It has been definitely decided that Miss
Olga Nethersole, who will begin a week's
engagement at the Coates, Monday, Feb-
ruary 22, will not return to America next
season, so that the present will bo her
farewell tour; at least, it will bo somo
years before she again returns to this
country. Sho has a plan, already nearly
completed, of settling in London, organiz-
ing her own company, and being an "actor
manager," somewhat on tho order of Hen-
ri' Irving. Beerbohm Tree, George Alex-
ander and other successful masters of tho
art of stage craft- - If Miss Nethersole does
this, she will be tho only "actor manager"
of her sex in London. Negotiations aro
now under way to secure a theater for her
In that city. Sho promises to make oc-

casional visits and tours on this sldo of
the ocean, bringing over tho entire equip-
ment of her London productions, for use
here. . ... . ,. -

Miss Netnersoio win present ine ioiiow- -
j, ing repertory at tho Coates; Monday,

Tuesday and Friday, "Carmen;" Wednes-
day, "A Daughter of France;" Thursday,
"Camllle;" Saturday matinee, "The Wife
of Scarll." Saturday night a special bill
will bo announced later.

"Tho Order of the Yellow Robe" ought
to be extremely popular In this country,
and doubtless will be when theosophy is
bored out to tho caliber of common peo-
ple by means of such sparkling comedy as
"My Friend From India." Members of
the celebrated order of thcosophy do not
work. They have no expenses of living,
and therefore havo plenty of time for
cogitation and preparing tho mind for the
next higher step toward the "All Souls."
They wear a simple yellow robe wrapped
about the person without the use of thread
or nails, and carry a yellow bowl around
with them In which food is collected. The
play ought to popularize a theory of living
already largely accepted by Americans. The
play will soon be presented at the Coates
by a cast Including Frederick Bond. Ed-
ward S. Abcles, Walter E. Perkins, Charle3
Arthur. Joseph Adelman, Frank G. Parry.
John Finn. Miss Marlon Giroux, Helen
Rclmer, Kenyon Bishop, Louise GaHoway
and May Vokes.

MURDER IN SEEN A DREAM.

ItEMIMSCENCE OF BAHLY DAYS BY
THE OLD MISSOL'IIIAX.

Hoiv Six Members of a Dexperntc Gang
Met Their Fate All Killed by

the Snuie nevoid er Strange
Revelations of aDream.

The old Mlssourlan was seated in the
corridor of the hotel and was complacently
smoking his cob pipe.

"Me? Yes. I once Jived in Northeastern
Missouri. Lived there from 1823 to 1W1

the beclnnin' of the war. It's a different
country now from what it was then. Used
to have hoss .races, shootin' matches, roos-
ter lights, dog fights, ring fights and sich
like 'most every Saturday, with little side-
shows of the samo kind throwtd in between
times.

"Them was the days when everything the
farmers bought was hauled In wagons from
the Mississippi river when cows sold fur
$3 to $10 and steers from $7 to $13 apiece,
and we paid two bits a yard for calico and
from three bits to four bits a yard for do-
mestic muslin. Say, give me a match. That
reminds me that in them days we paid 5
cents a dozen fur matches. Used to come
in Ilttlo turned wooden boxes, with two
dozen matches In a box, which sold for 10
cents.

"But they was some mighty good things
about them days. Any man that wanted
work could git It. You didn't have to set
around a stovo and choke on coal gas.
They wan't no police investigations in
them days, and you didn't have to dodge
cable cars.

"Every family had one or more fireplaces.
In which was great, big log heap fires that
was kept goln when the weather was cold.

"What did we do fur amusements? Joke3
and story tellln tuk up a heap of our time.
They wan't no newspapers and we got our
news by word o' mouth.

"Most o' the time I lived up In the north-
east part of tho state the most common
subject o' conversation was John A. Mur-re- l.

In them days most o' the truck that
was' raised In three or four states went
down tho Mississippi river on llatboats to
New .Orleans. The tlatboatmen had a trail
up the east side o' the river through Mis-
sissippi, Tennessee and Kentucky. After
sellln" their truck they would walk back
along this trail to the Ohio river. Along
this here same trail Is where John A. Mur-r- cl

and his gang got In their work. They
used to rob and murder the fiatboatmen
and other folks who traveled this road.
Finally the gang got so big that it operated
as fur north as Missouri and Iowa. I don't
think It murdered much in them states, but
It kept up a system of hoss stealin' thatwas awful hard to beat. In my county the
sheriff and his sons stood in with the gang
fur ten or twelve year.

"Finally one mornin' about two-third- 3 o'
the voters In the whole county went to his
house and Invited him and his outfit to
emigrate. They emigrated. A good many
of the gang emigrated about the same
time. After the people was stirred up it
was a mighty good country fur thieves
and murderers to emigrate from, I tell
ye.

"Gimmo 'nuthcr match."
The old Mlssourlan refilled his pipe, light-

ed it and proceeded:
"They was some murder cases that beatany I have heerd of in these wicked,

days.
"There's 'a strip o' country running

north and south up through Northeast Mis-
souri called Hacklebamey. It reaches up
into Iowa. It used to be mostly covered
with an awful thick growth of crabapple
and thorn bush. It was a good place for
thieves and lawbreakers to hide. In this
same Hacklebamey was some mighty bsd
citizens. They belonged to the Murrel
gang. They helped keep up the under-
ground railroad over which the hosses tak-
en fudder south was run to the grsat
Northwest, Fort Dodge. Dubuque, St. Paul
and all them places where the emigrants,
hunters and soldiers made a market fur
good hosses.

"Way up In Hacklebamey cast of Little
Fox was a feller who come from 'Eelinoy'
and lived with his fam'ly in a cabin In the
weeds. After while his brother come on
and moved his fam'ly into 'nuther cabin
about a mile .from the fust brother. I've
fergot their names, but will call 'em Rob-crts-t- ho

last one Bill. Well. Bill didn't
buy no land nigh his brother, but conclud-
ed to look 'round fust. He got onto a noss
and rode 'way out into tho Platte Pur-
chase pu't nigh to St. Joe, a lookin' at
the country.

"One evening ho was within about ten
miles o' home on his way back when ho
come to Little Fox tavern.

"His hoss was so lame and tired he con-
cluded to stay all night and go on home
in tho mornin'. His hoss was put In the
stable and he went inside tho tavern. He
didn't like the looks of things very much.
They was a crowd of putty tough looking
loafers about tho place. When It came
bed tlmo he was put In tho same room and
bad with n returned Callfornian. This was
about 1S34 when they was a few fellers
glttin' back from Californy. Jlst before
midnight BUI had a terrible dream, fle
waked up and still seemed to see what
ho had dreamed about. Ho was so excited
he waked the Callfornian. who wanted to
know If ho was sick or what was the mat-
ter. Bill told him he had had a terrible
dream and that he knowed somebody was
murdering his fam'ly. Ho had a wife and
three children which he had left In their
cabin home as I done told ye some ten
days before. Finally BUI says: I see a
gang of niggers in my house a murdering
my folks. I must go home.'

"Tho Callfornian says: "I don't want to
be left hero alone with sich a hard crowd;
I'll go with ye if ye don't kecr.'

"Bill says it was all right; that he would
like company. So they both got up.
dressed and called fur the landlord. But
no landlord nur any other man could -- be
found about the place. They went out to
the stable and found It locked. But they
was so excited and earnest about glttin'
away that they didn't let no lock keep
them away from their hosses. They broke
In. got their hosses and started. It was a
dark, rainy night. As I done told ye. the
distance was about ten miles from Little
.Fox tavern to Bill's home.

"Finally about 2 or 3 o'clock in the morn-
in" they come in sight of Bill's cabin. There
was a light shining out through the one
window in the house! Now Bill gits kind
o' sick and faint. Then the Callfornian
kind o' braces up and says that mav be
one o" tho children is sick and that Bill's
wife is up takin' keer of it. But Bill
knows better. They gits off and hitches
their hosses about a quarter from the
house. The Callfornian says, "Are ye
armed?' BUI says 'Yes, got a new Tjolt's
revolver a er but I don't know
how to use 'it very much." Then the Cal-
lfornian says, 'I hain't go no arms of no
kind. I sold my revolver to a feller on
the steamboat as I come up from New Or-
leans on my way from Californy. Give
me your revolver. Now you go to the
front door and knock and call your wife's
name. If I git to shootm' you rattle the
front door and make out that there's a
Ytttr crnwd of men in tho front vard. Call
out different names of your make-believ- e

men.'
"Bill done as he was told. As soon as he

called his wife they was -- a stir Inside, a
falling over o' cheers and sich like. Then
they was a pistol shot at the back door,
follered by 'nuther and 'nuther until they
was six shots. Then Bill heard some pow-
erful groanln" in the back yard. Before
goin' to the front door he felt so shore o"
trouble that he picked up an ax as he
passed the woodpile. Draw-i- back his ax
ready to strack, ho kind o' cautious went
'round Into the back yard and found three
dead men and two more groanin' and dyln'
inside o' the fence and one more dyln" out-
side of the fence.

"Bill and the Callfornian rushed In at the
back door and found Bill's wife and the
two .oldest children murdered and the baby

on the bed. The, shootin" had
waked It up.

"The robbers hod tore up the floor and,
had found a pot which held tho coin that
made up all of Bill's wealth. On the table
was six piles o' money the robbers was
dlvldln' tho stuff when the shootin' begin.

"How did the Callfornian come to get
all of "em? Well, I'll tell ye how It was.
They was a big crack in the puncheon
floor. When Bill called hl wire's- name at
the front door, tho jobbers, in gittln' up
from tho table, moved it 'round so on leg
dropped Into this big crack In the floor.
Then when thev onened the back door it

J wouldn't open any fudder than tne table,
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which held it so a man could jist push
hlssolf through It. The table lef? wouldn't
let it open any fudder. The Callfornian
stood jist outside, and as fast as a robber
crowded into tho half open door, ho put
the pistol agin his side and fired, so he
got 'em all.

"Next day they was an incruest. When
they come to examine the bodies of the
dead robbers, they found that they was
white men blacked, nigger wigs on.
Tho leader was the landlord at Little Fox
tavern. They all had lived In different
parts of They was Murrel
men.

"Mayby they wan't some
them nine bodies was layin' there 'waitln
burial! After the burial o' his folks. Bill
and the tuk the baby and went
away, and I never heard o" 'em no more.

"How did the robbers find out they was
monpy under that floor? I reckon they jist
'spicioned it and hunted fur it 'til they
found it. But I'll tell you how they knowe-
d- it was there If you will tell me how Bill
coma to have that strange dream, which
wasn't a dream, but Gospel truth."

EDWIN WALTERS.

SPEAKERS OF TUB HOUSE.

Mnny Who "Were Famous and Many
More "Who "Were Not.

From the New York Sun.
There have been fifty-fo- ur congresses.

There have been thirty-tw- o speakers of the
house- - of representatives. When the term
"tptaker" originated in England, it was the
custom of the sovereign 10 deliver orally to
parliament such communication as he de-
sired to make at tho commencement of a
session. The house so addressed re-
sponded to the communication. The pre-
siding officer headed a procession of mem-
bers of the house, waited upon the sover-
eign and read the respons?. thus speaking
for the whole body: therefrom comes the
term "speaker." which we adopted from
the British parliament. The first congress
heard Washington's addrcs-- and prepared
a reply, which the speaker, accompanied by
the members of the house, delivered to the
president May S. ITS).

Thomas Jefferson determined that his
communications to congress should be
made by written message, and that no an-
swer would bo expected. This led to a gen-
eral change in this regard in congress and
other American legislative, bodies.

this, the title has
adlitred. and many of the former speakers
may be included, if not. indeed, all of them,
in one of two classes: Either they have be-
come celebrated afterward in the field of
national politics, or they have become lv

obscure. In tho former class are to be
Included Henry Clay, who was the speaker
In three congresses, and was, moreover, a
United States senator, secretary of state,
and repeatedly a candidate for
Jchn Bell, of Tennessee, who was secretary
of war. United States senator and a candi-
date for president in lf0; James K. Polk,
who was tha eleventh president of the
United States, inaugurated in 1S15, ten
yedrs after ho became speaker: Robert M.
T. llunter, of Virginia, who was United
States senator and Confederate secretary
of war; Robert C. of Massachu-
setts, who was a. United States senator
from the Bay state; .Howell Cobb, of Geor-
gia, who was governor of that state, secre-
tary of the treasury under President Bu-
chanan, and a member of tho Confederate
congress: Galusha A. Grow, a veteran
member of congress, who. born in

In 1S23. was elected In November a
from Pennsylvania: Nathaniel

P. Banks; Schuyler Colfax, afterward vice
president; James G. Blaine, twice secretary
of state, a United States senator from
Maine, and Republican candidate for presi-
dent in 1SS4; John G. Carlisle, afterward
Urited States senator, and now secretary
of the treasury: Charles F. Crisp, of Geor-
gia, and Thomas B. Reed, of "Maine, the
present speaker of congress anil slated
speaker of the next congress. Thesg are
pome but not all of the speakers who
have obtained celebrity.

The- - list of speakers who arc little re-

membered is perhaps even Iongera In re-
cent years there has been J. Warren
Kelfer. of Ohio. Before tho war there was
William Pennington, of New Jersey, who
had been governor of that state he was
elected governor twenty-thre- e years before
he became speaker and there was Andrew
Stevenson,- - of Virginia, who presided over
tho deliberation of four successive con-rrr.- wt

and was tho onlv sneaker to do so.
Vpw nersons of the nresent dav and few

irnr.w irom TvniLL siaie lie came Miinrji

stcne for an ambitious statesman or t
.culminating; point official service 10:
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